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11 Artist Ira Joel Haber is a sculptor, painter, book dealer, and teacher.  His work is in the collections of the Guggenheim Museum, The Hirshhorn Museum, The Whitney 
Museum, and elsewhere. Writer Lisa L. Moore’s poems have appeared in Experiments in a Jazz Aesthetic and Sinister Wisdom.  She lives in Austin, Texas.

Note: This Broadsided publication is part of a special feature called “Responses,” in which writers and artists respond to world events.  
For this, we asked for work related to the earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  

I am relieved to see him here
of course.  I dreamed the water
sucked o� shoe  then pant legs  belt
the tie I picked
tide’s suction blue.  I am
 
Relieved to see him.  Of course
I blindly saw the house
blind   he has not.  Death lopes
the neighborhood, chooses
his abode.  I am relieved.
 
To see him here, of course I laughed
a crumbling laugh, �ed gasping
from the house   wait here
the door ajar  the door
I fear  the door a prayer.  I am.
 
Relieved to see him here   of course
I eat.  A bird   a hero
freed by death   dazed stumbler
staring   like so many others
others missing  seeing  swimming  worse.
 
I am relieved to see him.  I
start early   take
my dog   damp pictures,
nothing else will �t
inside my brain   a purse
a prayer   my lip   the heart   see him.M
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