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Poet Brian Barker is author of The Animal Gospels, winner of the Tupelo Press Editor's Prize.  He is 
an Assistant Professor and Director of Creative Writing at Murray State University in Murray, KY.  Artist 
Elizabeth Terhune is a painter.  She works in oil and watercolor and makes drawings in ink and pencil.
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Rhododendrons droop 
                                     under the white weight of winter, 
and the highway-blue suspension bridge, a lacquered mesh of ice, 
turns to milk-glass 
                              in the slow pan of a pick-up’s single headlight. 

Tonight, not even the river avoids indifference, as it churns 
deep in its groove, 
                              from here to there and back again, 
flashing its eggshell palms in the icy wallow.

Duped again by the silence, 
                                            by the undertow that drags the slate sky down 
to the tips of the pines, by the mountain’s chalk-blur shifts, 
by the snow bogging down, speechless 
                                                              syllables claiming a void—

I know this of the fleeting world: the falling down, not the rising up, 
the snow persisting in its silence,              
                                                     and my hands too human to hold it.Sn
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